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A preschool child with a disability is entitled to all the rights and 
protections guaranteed under Part B of the IDEA, including the             
right to be educated in the least restrictive environment. 

Least Restrictive Environment
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Part B least restrictive environment requirements include a strong 
preference for educating children with disabilities in regular classes 
alongside their peers without disabilities. 

Part B LRE requirements
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USDE Guidance on LRE

ÅUSDE Guidance Dear Colleague 
Letter (DCL) related to Preschool 
Least Restrictive Environments 
(LRE) (PDF)issued January 2017

ÅDescribes the importance of 
preschool inclusion and outlines 
preschool least restrictive 
environment requirements.
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https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/policy_speced_guid_idea_memosdcltrs_preschool-lre-dcl-1-10-17.pdf


State Performance Plan Indicator 6 
Preschool Least Restrictive Environment 

A.  Regular early childhood program and receiving the majority of special 
education and related services in the regular early childhood program.

B.  Separate special education class, separate school, or residential 
facility.

C. Receiving special education and related services in the home.

Improvement = More Children with Disabilities Attending a Regular Early Childhood Program  

Improvement = Fewer Children with Disabilities Receiving Services in a Separate Class Setting   

Improvement = Fewer Children with Disabilities Receiving Services in the Home Setting 
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New York State SPP 2013-19 Targets and Actuals 
Indicator 6B: Separate Class, School or Facility
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States Results Comparison

Indicator 6B: Separate Class Setting
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7 6B: State Comparison Reported Data from the APR 



Indicator 6B: Separate Class Setting
Student Data by Race and Ethnicity (2019)
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Improvement = Fewer Children in a Separate Class Setting6B: Separate Class 18 % Target

8 2019 Data Equated to the New 2020 Measurement with FFY 2019 Target 

No Cohort Met Target



Indicator 6B: Separate Class Setting
Needs/Resource Capacity (2019)
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Improvement = Fewer Children in a Separate Class Setting6B: Separate Class 18 % Target

9 2019 Data Equated to the New 2020 Measurement with FFY 2019 Targets 



Regional 6B Data
Separate special education class, 
separate school, or residential facility

10 2019 Reported Data Equated to the 2020 Measurement Compared to the 2019 APR Target 

County Level Data Minimum Value Maximum Value

Met Target 0% 18%

Did not Meet Target (Within 25%) 18.1% 22.5%

Did not Meet Target (Over 25%) 22.6% 100.0%



Promoting Preschool Inclusion in PreK Programs
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Joint NYSED guidance issued in July 2021 
ÔÉÔÌÅÄ Ȱ3ÃÈÏÏÌ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ 2ÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ 
Preschool Inclusion in Publicly Funded 
0ÒÅËÉÎÄÅÒÇÁÒÔÅÎ ɉ0ÒÅ+Ɋ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍÓȢȱ

This guidance outlines:

Åthat publicly funded PreK programs 
must be leveraged to meet preschool 
least restrictive environment 
responsibilities; and 

Åensure meaningful preschool inclusion. 

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/specialed/documents/school-district-responsibilities-for-preschool-inclusion-in-publicly-funded-prekindergarten-.pdf

